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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Art Unit: 3635 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 10-12, 14-18, 25-27, 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Thiers (6786019). 
Thiers discloses a flooring system comprising: 

1 . at least two planks adjacent each other along a predetermined direction; Figure 1 

2. each plank comprises: 

a. a plurality of sides defining a perimeter 

b. a plurality of edge patterns 15 arranged proximate at least a first portion of 
the perimeter; safely assumed is that the plurality of edge patterns are 
substantially identical since the drawing do not show a contrasting color or 
shade 

c. A first portion 5/6 of the perimeter and a second portion % of the perimeter 

d. at least one bulk pattern/surface adjacent the plurality of edge patterns 
and proximate at least one second portion of the perimeter 

e. the at least one bulk pattern an adjacent edge pattern form a continuous 
pattern as shown in the drawing figure 1 

f. the edge patterns of at least two planks form a continuous pattern 

g. the edge patterns include a decorative motif; see column 3, lines 15-22 
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h. the bulk and edge patterns comprises a decorative motif; see column 8, 
line 16 though column 9, line 10 and column 3, lines 10-25 

i. the first and second portion of the perimeter constitute the perimeter 

j. at least one edge portion 26 are formed on the at least one first portion of 
the perimeter 

k. at least one edge portion extends away from the perimeter by a 

predetermined distance; see figures 7-10 
I. at least one edge pattern extends along at least a portion of and along an 

entirety of the plurality of sides; see figures 2-4 
m. the decorative motif comprises at least two edge patterns adjacent each of 

the sides of the panel and at least one bulk pattern in the interior of the 

panel 

n. a tongue 8 extending from the perimeter of one edge and a groove 9 
running along the perimeter of the opposite edge of each plank, wherein 
any one of the grooves is capable of receiving any of the tongues 

o. the planks are arranged in a direction such that the tongue of one plank 
fits into the groove of an adjacent plank 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-9, 13, 19-24, 28 and 33-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Thiers in view of Piacente(5858160). Thiers discloses various 

forms of decorative motive but lacks the embossed surface decorative motif. Piancente 

discloses teaches the embossed surface texture and suggest a continuous pattern on 

flooring tiles. Piacente teaches an embossed in register pattern in laids with peaks and 

valleys. Se column 9, lines 10-22. it would have been obvious to include an out of 

registration decorative motif because Thiers already suggest such with the veneers and 

the print and the two would be easier to create if they did not have to be aligned in a 

continuous pattern. In view of the above, it would have been obvious to include an 

embossed surface decorative motif in order to impart an actual wood grain to the 

flooring panels. 

For claims 13, 28 and 41: the distance the edge pattern extends is dependent on 
the designed not the overall function of the plank; one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have appreciated extending the edge pattern according to the appearance to be 
assumed b the flooring panel. 

Regarding claim 33, Thiers suggest many variations in decorative motifs; in view 
of this suggested variation, the combination and types of designs imparted to the 
flooring panels are endless. One of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated 
using any creative idea according to desired aesthetic appeal to make any number of 
designs including making at least one portion of the decorative motif along a side 
different from the corresponding portion of the motif along a second opposite side. 
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Nevertheless, Piacente teaches two different patterns on a flooring panel. Again, it 



would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make a variety of patterns 
with the tile laminates as taught by Piacente to provide a pattern needed for any color 
scheme and any motif desired. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E. Jeanette whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6841. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-thursday, 8:30-6:00, every 
fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NAOKO SLACK can be reached on 571-272-6848. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only, 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)-or 571-272-1000. 




